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FADE | N:

EXT. AFRI CAN VI LLAGE - DAY

A group of arnmed rebels in canoufl aged gear wal k anong
pani cked villagers who scurry about nervously.

A few children are lined up in a rowwth crying nothers
hel d back by rebels.

Amlitary jeep with 3 passengers and a | arge machi ne gun
mounted in the back bites into the gravel and abruptly
st ops.

A | arge bearded bl ack man, 45, sits in the passenger seat
snoki ng a cigar.

He adjusts his star studded beret and expensive sungl asses.
This is MAJOR ZAPORA, |eader of a small band of rebels.

He steps out with his thunbs dug into the front of his belt.
He slowy scans the area and fixes his gaze on a woman who
scurries into her hone.

Maj or Zapora snaps his fingers, and points to the woman’s
home. A couple of rebels walk towards it.

| NT. HOUSE - DAY

A door swi ngs open. Two very young rebels in their mddle

teens, ODE and KQJO open various doors. They | ook around
corners and face the wonan.

ODE

Where are your children?
WOVAN

Nobody is here. | am al one.

Maj or Zapora enters the honme. The young rebels | ook back and
stand aside. The major wal ks slowy towards the wonan.

He offers his hand.
MAJOR ZAPORA
Good norning. | am Maj or Zapor a.
This is Ode and Koj o.

The woman shakes the Major’s hand and | ooks at the two young
r ebel s.

Her eyes return nervously to the Mjor.



WOVAN
Hel | o.

The Major pulls his hand away, wipes it on his pant |eg.

MAJOR ZAPORA
Do you know why we are here?

The worman takes a quick glance at the young boys.

WOVAN
You... you are | ooking for
sol di ers.

Maj or Zapora shakes his head and hol ds his cigar between his
i ndex finger and thunb.

He pouts his large lips, allow ng snoke to billow out.

MAJOR ZAPORA
No. .

The wonman | ooks conf used.

MAJOR ZAPORA (CON T)
W are here to protect your village
fromthe fascist governnent.

The woman takes a nervous glance at her feet. She notices
the | arge sheet of plywood covering the floor is slightly
aj ar.
The Maj or | ooks down.
WOVAN
Yes, we are very grateful. Thank
you.

The Maj or | ooks back at the woman.

MAJOR ZAPORA
O course, freedomcomes wth a
heavy price... And we all nust pay.
WOVAN

... | don't have nuch but take
what you need.

The Mpj or stares down the woman for several seconds.
MAJOR ZAPORA

Let ne tell you what we do not
want . . .



(beat)
We do not want the fascists to
recruit our sons as soldiers
agai nst us.

(beat)
You woul d not want that now woul d
you?
WOVAN

No, O course not. But | am al one.

MAJOR ZAPORA
So you say.

The maj or takes a step forward.

MAJOR ZAPCRA (CON T)
You do realize, hiding future
conscripts fromus is considered
hi gh treason.
(beat)
A crime puni shabl e by deat h.

WOVAN _
| am al one. Pl ease believe ne...

The Maj or kicks the plywood across the floor revealing a
crawl space under the table.

A young boy and small girl are crouched tightly inside. Only
t heir backs are visible.

MAJOR ZAPORA
Take them out si de.

WOVAN
No pl ease. They are only children.
Leave t hem be.

The small girl is led out of the crawl space first. JAFARI,
a thin boy of about 10 years of age, follows his sister out.

ko hol ds their hands out the hone. Kojo escorts the nother
out behind them

EXT. AFRI CAN VI LLAGE - DAY

The Major whistles to his 20 year old |lieutenant, KWAME, who
is seated in the driver’'s seat of the mlitary jeep. Rows of
bul l ets cross his chest.

The Major twirls his finger high above his head.
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KWAME pulls out a hand held cabled mc fromw thin the jeep.
A boom ng voice emts froma large siren horn fashioned on
top of the vehicle.

KWAMVE
Attention, Attention! Major Zapora
wi shes to speak. Pl ease gather
round. .. Nowl

Rebel s start directing villagers near the Mjor, who grabs
t he woman by the arm ko holds her two children by the hand
near by.

A sizable crowd starts to form around them

MAJOR ZAPORA
As you are all aware, our people
are at war agai nst President
Farzai’'s fasci st governnent.
(beat)
He is conscripting your sons to
join his arm es agai nst us.
(beat)
To protect them agai nst these
fasci st pigs, we nust prepare them
to fight...

WOVAN
(interrupting)
Pl ease, ny son is only a child.
Per haps, when JAFARI is ol der

MAJOR ZAPORA
VWhen he is older, the fascists wll
use hi m agai nst us.

The Major | ooks sternly at the woman and unclips a hol ster
fromhis hip. He pulls out a revol ver

MAJOR ZAPORA
And it is through traitors |like you
who nmake that possible.

Maj or Zapora pushes the woman out in front of himand points
his gun at her. The children start to struggle and cry out
for their nother.

Qde pul | s them back.

JAFARI
Pl ease, | eave her al one..

The woman braces herself and takes a deep breath.



WOVAN
Better to serve a nan who doesn’t
recruit children than a dog who
defiles them

The Mpajor grits his teeth, his lip twitches. He fires his
gun multiple tinmes into the wonan.

Jafari collapses to his knees and wail s.

JAFARI
NO Nooo!

The children weep uncontroll ably. A young rebel holding a
| arge AK-47 bows his head and softly weeps. Another child
sol di er beside himnotices and el bows himto stop.

Maj or Zapora hol sters his revolver and sits in the jeep.

MAJOR ZAPORA
Round them up and let’s go.

EXT. JUNGLE - DAY

The rebels are wal king across a nuddy trail in the

rain. The surrounding is dreary and dark. The jungle is
silent except for the sound of rain drops hitting the

| eaves.

The rebels are sluggish and tired. A young boy tugs at
Kwanme’ s sl eeve.

The boy is 10 year old BIDI, a trainee who wears canoufl age
clothing that is many sizes too big.

Bl D
Are we close to canp, sir?

KWANVE
VWhat is it, soldier?

Bl D
We have been wal ki ng for hours.
WIl we be eating soon, sir?

MAJOR ZAPORA
Stop whining as a child. W are
sol di ers. Never show weakness
agai n. Under st and?



Bl D
Yes sir. Sorry sir.

Jafari | ooks on from behind them He too wears over-sized
canmouf |l age clothing but carries an AK-47 rifle.

The party continues to wal k past heavy bush. They cone
across a clearing beside a stream A large green hillside
appears in the distance.

The rain gets heavier.
BIDI notices a plant with bright red berries nestled inside
an open pod. They | ook like small |adybugs. He plucks a few
of theminto his palm

Kwane | ooks over his shoulder, Bidi raises his hand to his
mout h. . .

Kwane turns and calmy slaps the boys hand and face, jarring
the red berries out of his hand.

KWAME
St upi d boy. Those are not berries.
Those seeds will kill vyou.

The frightened boy w pes his hands against the front of his
shirt.

Jafari kneels down, picks up one of the bright red seeds and
| ooks at it intently.

Kwanme | ooks back. Jafari |ooks up at hinme and paces towards
the rest of the group.

MAJOR ZAPORA
Stop here a nonment. | need sone
cover.

Li eut enant Kwanme opens a small unbrella. He holds it over
the Maj or’s head.

The Maj or renoves his backpack and takes out a fol ded piece
of weat hered paper. He unfolds it to reveal a |arge map.

He studies it.

MAJOR ZAPORA
| don’t understand it. The arny
seens to have changed their routes.
(beat)
There is no sign of them being
anywhere near this | ocation.



KWAMVE
| don't like it sir. W have
covered this entire sector. Perhaps
they are closing in on our
posi ti on.

MAJOR ZAPORA
Hand ne the radio..

(Qde reaches into a green canvas bag and hands the Major a
radi o. He extends its antenna.

MAJOR ZAPORA (CON T)
Lookout team do you read?

Static background is interlaced with a rebel’s voice.

LOOKUT( V. O
We read you, sir.

MAJOR ZAPORA
Check the canp’s perineter on foot,
report back at once.

LOCKUT( V. O
Yes sir. Is there a problem sir?

MAJOR ZAPORA
We have | ost our target’s position.
Keep your eyes open.

LOOKUT( V. O
| will report back in 30 m nutes,
sir.

The Maj or hands the radi o back to Ode who pl aces it back
into the canvas bag.

MAJOR ZAPORA
W will rest here for awhile.

Bidi sits alone against a |large rock. Jafari watches him
froma few neters away.

Bi di renoves his pink right shoe. A picture of Mckey Muse
dons the side of it.

He turns it upside down. The underside is conpletely worn
with a |l arge hole near the back heel.

He taps it hard against the large rock and small forest
debris falls out.



Jafari wal ks over to Bidi and | ooks down at Bidi who
continues to clean out his shoes.

JAFARI
Wiy are you wearing girl’s shoes?

Bi di | ooks up at Jafari.

BI D
These used to belong to ny ol der
sister.
JAFARI
She gave you shoes with holes in
t hent?
BI D
No, | think I caused these hol es.
My sister is not as rough as ne.
JAFAR
(j oki ngly)
O course not, you are a soldier
BI D
No, | don’t have a gun |ike you.
JAFAR

You have not been here long. Only a
few days so you nust conpl ete your
training first.

(beat)
What is your nanme?

Bl D
Bi di .

JAFARI
Bi di. Such a funny name. Funny,
just like your shoes.

Bi di | ooks down ashaned and begins to put his shoe back on.
Jafari sits down beside himand grabs hold of his shoe.

JAFARI
Here, let’s exchange shoes. | think
we have the sane size.

Bl D
Wiy do you want thenf? They have
hol es.



JAFAR
It’s OK, | like Mckey Muse.
(beat)
Besides, | wll not be as rough on
them as you

Bl D
Thank you. .

JAFARI
Jafari. My nanme is Jafari.

EXT. CAMP PERI METER - DAY

Three rebels wal k al ong thick bush bordering a canp
clearing. A rebel |ooks down and sees footprints in the nud.

LOOKUT
(whi speri ng)
These are fresh tracks. Not ours.
Al ert the others inside canp.

Two rebels jog into canp. The remai ning | ookout raises his
bi nocul ars and | ooks deep in the jungle.

He sees a uniformed sol di er hiding behind thick bush making
hand signals to several nmen behind him

The | ookout takes out his radio.

LOOKOUT
Maj or, they found us. | don’t know
how. Orders sir?

MAJOR ZAPORA(V. O
How many and where?

LOOKOUT
Not many, sir, but they have a good
position on us on the south side of
canp. We are sitting ducks here.
(beat)
Orders sir?

MAJOR ZAPORA(V. O
The jungle, take cover fromthe
north and engage themif possible.

@unfire erupts fromeverywhere. Explosions follow.
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LOOKOUT
Sir, they are attacking us!

The | ookout is shot several tines, the radio is blown to
bits. Dozens of governnent soldiers stormthe canp.

EXT. JUNG.E - DAY

MAJOR ZAPORA
Take cover. W are 30 minutes from
canp. W will flank themfromthe
sout h.
(beat)
Lookout team do you still read ne?

The Maj or tosses away the radio.

MAJOR ZAPORA
Goddam t! Myve Mve Myvel

KWAVE
You heard the Major, get off your
fucki ng asses!

EXT. CAMP PERI METER - DAY

The Rebels sl owly approach the governnent soldiers who are
posi ti oned ahead of them

Sporadic gunfire and nen yelling are heard. The Myj or raises
his hand, his rebels stop behind him

He peers into his binoculars and turns to Kwane and anot her
I i eut enant.

MAJOR ZAPORA
W will surround them Push them
nort h.

He | ooks to Kwane and points ahead, just left of the arny
posi ti on. Kwane nods.

The major turns to his other lieutenant and points right.

MAJOR ZAPORA
On ny signal.

The rebels split into three. The two |lieutenants |ead their
respective groups forward left and right. They di ssapear
behi nd the bush.
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Maj or Zapora | ooks through his binoculars and waits for the
rebels to take their positions.

Jafari and Bidi keep close to the major. He notions with his
hand for his group to proceed forward. They inch cl oser
towards the eneny.

Maj or Zapora sees a soldier |oading a grenade | auncher. He
aims his rifle and sprays himwith bullets before he can
| aunch it.

The rebels groups on the left and right join in the
gunfight. Many governnment sol diers are cut down i mredi ately.
The rest shoot blindly and retreat north into the open canp.

Maj or Zapora and his rebels edge closer towards canp. Jafari
notices an injured soldier raise his rifle.

The pani cked boy yells and fires his rifle into the soldier.
The Major turns and sees the soldier collapse. He wal ks up
and pulls his dog tags fromthe |ifeless body.

MAJOR ZAPORA
Good work soldier. Your first kill.

He pats Jafari on the head. The terrified boy breathes hard,
unable to | ook away fromthe dead sol dier.

The maj or hands himthe tags.
MAJOR ZAPORA
Let’s go add sone nore.
EXT. CAMP - DAY
Desperate governnent soldiers rush out fromthe clearing
into the open canp. They head north through the canp in
great nunbers.

Many sol diers are cut down as they escape.

The gunfire becones | ess heavy as the renai ni ng gover nnent
sol di ers dissapear into the north jungle.

The rebels energe fromthe clearing and enter the canp, |ed
by the Mjor.

He | ooks at the devastation left behind. Fire and snoke
appear all around. Many of the rebels who were anbushed | ay
dead. Most of them young boys.
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KWAME( O. S)
Maj or . ..

Maj or Zapora | ooks back. Kwane and anot her rebel drag a
wounded governnent soldier towards him He appears to be
shot in the stomach

MAJOR ZAPORA
Tie himthere.

He notions to a nearby tree. They tie his arns and | egs. The
Maj or renpves a cigar fromhis clothing and lights it.

A few puffs turns it red hot. He jabs it into the soldiers
wound.

He screans.

MAJOR ZAPORA (CON T)
How did you find our canp, soldier?

SOLDI ER
| don’t know such things. They
don't tell ne.

The Maj or presses his cigar into the man’s cheek. He
Screans.

MAJOR ZAPORA
| will put out your eye next. G ve
me sonet hi ng.

SOLDI ER
Pl ease. Stop. | wll talk. Please
st op.

MAJOR ZAPORA
Tell rme.

SOLDI ER

| saw the conmander talk with a
village priest. They foll owed your
supply routes.

MAJOR ZAPORA
Wi ch vill age?

SOLDI ER
Kar pi si . .

Kwane | ooks at the Major.
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KWAMVE
| don’t believe it. That is a rebel
st ronghol d.

SOLDI ER
| swear it. The priest... He hides

the children fromthe rebels

KWAVE
Li es. How do they know when we
come. They don’t have tine to...

SOLDI ER
(interrupting)
Spotters. They have spotters.

MAJOR ZAPORA
Who is supplying themradi 0os?

The soldier remains silent. The Major takes out an arny
knife and cuts the soldiers throat.

KWAMVE
| don’t believe it, sir. That
vil |l age has hel ped our cause.
(beat)
For years, sir.

MAJOR ZAPORA
Do you not renenber Kwane? Eh?
Karpisi is where | found you.

KWAMVE
My loyalty is with you sir. | have
served you since | was a boy.

MAJOR ZAPORA
| know Kwane.

The Maj or pats Kwane on the shoul der.

MAJOR ZAPORA (CON T)
| know.

But if the priest has betrayed us,
the entire village will burn.

And it nust be done tonight.

Move out! Pack everything and let’s
go before the soldiers return

The rebel s begin | oading supplies and arns into convoys.
Kwane stands stunned. Jafari |ooks at himfroma di stance.
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EXT. DI RT ROAD - DAY
JEEP:

Several trucks filled with rebels followthe mlitary jeep
Kwame turns to the major sitting to his right.

KWAMVE
Maj or, the nen need rest. W can
enter Karpisi in the norning.
(beat)
Let us set up canp before it gets
dar k.

MAJOR ZAPORA
No. It nust be now. Nobody is
expecting us now, eh?
(beat)
Don't worry Kwane. W shall make
qui ck work of this.

CONVOY:

Bidi sits inside a truck, |ooking down at his shoes. He
| ooks over at Jafari who stares out the truck. His rifle
bet ween his | egs.

Bidi follows the gun down and | ooks at his pink mckey nouse
runni ng shoes.

The vehicl es speed through the wet roads, disappearing past
a large hill.

EXT. KARPI SI - DAY

ENTRANCE

The trucks, led by the Major’s jeep, roll into the village.
The Maj or steps out.

MAJOR ZAPORA
Kwame, get our nen ready.

The Major pulls out a couple of jerrycans fromthe back of
t he j eep.

KWAVE
Prepare them for what, sir?

The Major wal ks further into the village. A jerrycan in each
hand.
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MAJOR ZAPORA
For what nust be done.

CHURCH:

A Catholic priest stands in front of his closed church door.
Several villagers |ook on nervously.

Maj or Zapora stands in front of the priest and puts the
contai ners down by his side.

PRI EST
Good evening, Major. What are those
for, sir?

MAJOR ZAPORA

Open the door, father.

PRI EST
There is no service at this tine
sir. What is this about?

MAJOR ZAPORA
Qpen it, or I will kick it open.

Kwane jogs up to the two nen.
KWAMVE
Fat her, pl ease open the door.
Explain to the Major that nobody
hi des i nsi de.

The priest unl ocks the door.

PRI EST
Maj or, we are friends of the
rebellion
(beat)

We woul d not betray our brothers.
The Maj or picks up one of the jerrycans and stornms into the
chur ch.
| NT. CHURCH - DAY

The Major wal ks to the front of the alter and spl ashes
gasol ine at anything that is conbustible.

He works his way to the seats and walls.

The priest and Kwane enter the church.



PRI EST

Stop it. Wat are you doing, Mjor,

pl ease stop

The priest turns to Kwane.

PRI EST( CON' T)

Pl ease. My child,
a house of God. |

stop him This is
beg you. Pl ease!
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